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P B IS  S T R A T E G IE S  
F O R  A  P O S IT IV E  
L E A R N IN G  
E N V IR O N M E N T  IN  
H IG H  S C H O O L
BRITTANY BLACKMON - MARIEL POCK - ELENA SCHULENBURG
HARALSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL
H E L L O /B O N J O U R /H O L A !
Introductions
2
F ir s t  Y e a r  
T e a c h in g
How I changed 









O U R  
P R O C E S S  




G O O D  R E L A T IO N S H IP S
Strategies for building positive teacher -
stu d en t re lation sh ips
C U L T U R E  
B U IL D IN G
◦ Create an individual culture 
w ith  eac h  c lass
◦ P ositive relation sh ip s (p eer to 
p eer AN D  stu d en t to teac h er)
6
S e t  
s t u d e n t s  
u p  f o r  
s u c c e s s
◦ First few assessments = 
c on fid en c e
◦ G et to k n ow  you r stu d en ts an d  
th eir fam ilies
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C la s s  
S u r v e y s
8M
M a k e  
L e a r n in g  F u n
9
M
B r a in  
B r e a k ! 
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C L E A R  
C O M M U N IC A T IO N
Communicating effectively for positive 
in teraction s
C L E A R  
C O M M U N IC A T IO N
◦ Expectations
◦ In stru c tion s-c lear an d  sim p le
13
B E H A V IO R  
M A N A G E M E N T  
C Y C L E
◦ **Movement (circulation from 
teac h er)
◦ Aw ard s an d  rec og n ition  (as a  
c lass an d  in d ivid u al)
14
B e h a v io r  
M a n a g e m e n t  
C y c le
◦ What To Do directions
◦ S can  for com plian ce
◦ N arrate  th e positive
◦ R ed irect stu d en t beh avior
◦ C on seq u en ces
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B
M a k in g  a  
P B & J  
S a n d w ic h
16
B
W h a t  T o  
D o  
D ir e c t io n s
◦ Discuss:
◦ W h y cou ld n ’t th e 
d ad  m ak e a  
P B &J ?
◦ H ow  d oes th is 
relate to 
teach in g ?
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B
W h a t  T o  
D o  
D ir e c t io n s  
m u s t  b e :
1) S pecific  an d  con crete
2) O bservable
3) C on cise (econ om y of lan g u ag e)
◦ Tell stu d en ts W H AT to d o, n ot 
w h at N O T to d o.
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M
N a r r a t e  
t h e  
P o s it iv e
◦ Look for students who are doing what 
you  ask ed  an d  n arrate it.
◦ “I see E lisa  is trac k in g .”
◦ “Th an k  you  N ate for d oin g  th e 
g estu res w ith  m e.”
◦ “J ac q u elin e is a lread y on  # 3.”
19
M
R e d ir e c t io n
◦ Definition: A non -
intrusive step the teacher 
makes to correct a 
student behavior 







“Harnessing a Running Horse”
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B
T h e  G r e e n  
P a p e r
22
T h e  B IG  
G r e e n  
P a p e r
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(1) mains droites (2) poings gauches 
(3) mains gauches (4) poings droits
B
brainbreakbrainbreakbrainbreakbreak
© 2018 The Comprehensible Classroom 
TAPE CINQ - FAIS UN ‘FIST BUMP’
1. Students pair up and stand facing each other.
2. Partners make a fist with left hands and hold up right hands, palm 
facing out.
3. Partners high five each other with right hands.
4. Partners fist bump left fists.
5. Partners make a fist with right hands and hold up left hands, palm 
facing out.
6. Partners high five each other with left hands.
7. Partners fist bump right fists.






T R U S T  A N D  
E N G A G E M E N T
Building trust to create a more positive 
learn in g  en viron m en t an d  in crease 
stu d en t en g ag em en t
T R U S T
◦ Trust your students
◦ E n c ou rag e c reation  of 
en viron m en t (seatin g  
arran g em en t, ac tivities, 
foc u s, ru les, etc .)
◦ Tru st you rself
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T r u s t  
Y o u r s e lf
What you do is VERY IMPORTANT
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B r it t a n y  B la c k m o n  
b r it t a n y .b la c k m o n @ h a r a ls o n .k 12.g a .u s
M a r ie l P o c k
m a r ie l.p o c k @ h a r a ls o n .k 12.g a .u s
E le n a  S c h u le n b u r g  
e le n a .s c h u le n b u r g @ h a r a ls o n .k 12.g a .u s
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